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Hot Spots:  Violence, Catastrophe, and Conflict Worldwide in Historical Perspective      NOTE: Preliminary Schedule A     

History 130

This is an “I-Course.”

Tydings 2111; Mon Wed 10:00 to 10:50 + 1 hr.

Paul S. Landau, associate professor of history, originator and syllabus-conceiver, and instructor.
Carson Aden Wilkie (cawilkie@umd.edu), graduate student in history, T.A.

Sections: 

Mon. 1 to 1:50 & Mon. 2 to 2:50 & Wed. 9:00 to 9:50 am
Prof. Landau’s office hours: Monday 3:20 to 4:00; Tuesday by appointment; Wednesday 3:20-4:40. I am often in my office at other times, and if I am, please just drop in.
Carson’s office hours: 3125 Francis Scott Key Hall, tba.
Assisted by colleagues David Freund;  James B. Gilbert; James Gao; Emily Landau; Michael Ross; and David Sicilia.

The original boilerplate: History behind late twentieth and early twenty-first century headlines: How historians explain hot spots of unrest, civilian violence, and human tragedy, from Rwanda to Washington, DC.

We begin by thinking about a disaster in the past. Historians don’t just “tell it,” they explain it. And so they give content to “it.” What might lead them to think about the Dust Bowl later on? is the idea here. Our contemporary ecology . . .


Mexican drug lords and gangs kill one another, one cartel facing down ex-military men and mercenaries. What’s going on? And what does all that have to do with poverty and prostitution and labor? What questions might historians ask, in thinking about the present day, of the past? (Week 2: Your prof.)

The destruction of poor people’s neighborhoods by an unfortunate flood. Or is that not the whole story? What might an historical point of view on Katrina tell us? It would make us aware of exploitation in the story of New Orleans and residential segregation, for one. (Week 3: E. Landau)


What’s the controversy over the Eisenhower memorial monument in Washington, D.C.? Why are monuments often “hot spots” of contestation between people? We will visit and evaluate the MLK monument and the site of the Ike monument in a field trip (Prof. Landau) and hear from (Week 4) Prof. Mike Ross.


Rape is a weapon of war in central Africa; rampant exploitation of the environment, looting, untreated diseases, semi-slave labor conditions, and 5.5 million people, dead, surrounds it. This was World War III, and did you know about it? Who is responsible? What if the culprit is also the good guy in another, earlier, huge tragedy — what to do then? How does the world think about Africa? What do non-specialists say? What does the media see and not see, and why? (Week 5 / 6, your Prof.)

A financial meltdown threatens America, a “fiscal cliff,” a possible second recession, but why? What are the roots of the real estate collapse and what are its effects? How can we make a difference, and should we do so? What was the “Occupy” movement? What is the relationship between social protest and social change — is there any? What kinds of protests happen for what purposes? What has to happen for young people to mobilize in the streets today? What other means are there to realize The Good? (Weeks 7 / 8 : J. Gilbert, D. Sicilia)

Why is there so much African American-community–bound violence that goes unreported in the media? Why is there so much residential neighborhood segregation? Did the civil rights movement succeed in this country? What are “projects” — such as in The Wire — why are they associated with African American gangs? (Week 9, David Freund)


Oil is gushing into the sea. Oil in a pipeline is a hot-button political issue. Drilling off shore, sifting through tar sands, fracking the water-table’s rocks: what’s going on? China and China’s economy, second only to the USA, is generating more and more air pollution, sickening the public. With more development of carbon energy on the way, India growing fast, a world crisis has apparently developed. Has it? What’s the reason for this out-of-control situation? What is the history of pollution in China? What can we expect next? (Weeks 10 / 11 / 12: James Gao, Robert Freidel)

How could the South African police fire on African miners and kill over thirty men in August 2012? Is there still a kind of apartheid in South Africa? Does this happen often – were the men asking for too much money? We will spend two final weeks thinking about “firing on miners” as having a history all its own, asking us to reconsider some of the basic themes of this course: Who owns our resources, why, where is violence perpetrated, who pays the costs, why do people kill one another on such scales. That’s Prof. Landau’s brief (Weeks 13 / 14), then the wind-up.
*
*
*
“Hot Spots” alters the ordinary logic of how history courses approach the past because it takes the world today as its subject. Bring your laptop to class. Readings, analytical assignments, and lectures will offer us an opportunity to go beyond headlines and journalistic accounts, and think historically. Our aim is to unpack “hot spots” of turmoil, conjunctions of error, injustice, disaster, scandal, hidden forces, or extreme action. 

Strategy and Structure of the Course 

The course has little coherence beyond this approach. Therefore, to take it, you have to read and write with the class throughout each week. You have to follow a strict schedule, but it is a quite doable schedule. Each week (or in a few cases, a double week or a three-) is a process with a beginning, middle, and end. You have to follow this schedule because the process of the course is the unity of the course.
You do the weekly internet assignment over the weekend, looking for news and media accounts. You do the separate brief assignments in section described below. You do the historical reading (as opposed to media and internet trawls; we will talk about this pie-in-the-sky distinction later) by Monday’s class, in which quite often we will host a guest lecturer. When we have no guest lecturer but just me, the reading will sometimes be due on Wednesday. And in the discussion section, which for some of you is the afternoon after class on Monday, and for others of you, right before class on Wednesday, you can find media and discuss the reading and the class on Monday, all three.

Then you attend regular class time (an activity, film, discussion or a lecture) on Wednesday. We strategize about what kinds of studies historians generate about the topic and what that does and does not tell us. You complete the regular, Short Papers (which I describe below*) by Saturday afternoon at 3:00 pm. Both Carson and I will be grading these papers and will willingly read them and offer comments but we do not “grade” them every week. They will be graded a. by the end of week 4; b. . . . week 8; . . . Week 14, and the cumulative grades for them all recorded each time.
I’ve asked my colleagues for historical pointers as to how to begin to do research as an historian on various issues. You choose one of these issues, i.e. one week, long in advance, and before class you hand in one of these long papers (5-7 pp.). beginning Week 4. You should hand it in the day we discuss your topic, and attend to that discussion with especial purpose, as you will help lead discussion. This is the seminar aspect of this iteration of the class. You are in sum responsible for a more in depth treatment for the theme of one of the weeks, or of a two- or three-week period, with sources properly listed, etc. and for organizing a lively discussion. Dry summaries don’t work. We will talk in more detail about what is expected in the paper and discussions. It’s a big part of the class.
In Mondays’ and Wednesdays’ sections, media may be discovered and read/viewed. You may bring in and/or hook up your own lap tops for this purpose. You will also be asked to divide into working groups outside on some days. In section, you will discuss the previous week’s mini-papers, and then the media event of the week. You will then often start to draft your short paper, which is *(one or two pages) reviewing the reading, as concise as is humanly possible, kept as a typed, scrolled weekly-entry file, each one dates, that we will examine together before week 4. (I.e. for each week’s reading no more than two double-spaced pages expressing the theses of the historians, and framing an issue for discussion with the class as succinctly as humanly possible. These notes will help us in focusing Wednesday’s class. You will bring them into class on Wednesday. That will help us take the discussion where you want to take it.)

Grades


Your grade will be composed of our cumulative one-to-two page discussions’, or short papers’ average grade, 25%; your more polished 5–7 pp. long paper, 25%; and a final exam, 25%; your section meeting contributions (Carson will highlight this rubric to you), 10%; your contributions in the main classroom, 10%. The last 5% of your grade may be adjusted upward at the discretion of your professor to reflect your apparent effort or other extraneous circumstances. The default 5% grade is to echo the 95% grade.
No excuses save medical emergencies attested by some form of proof will be accepted afterwards for any but the most occasional and unavoidable lapse in participation and contribution and writing. If you write every short paper, the lowest letter grade will be dropped; if you write all but one, not; if you write all but two, your highest grade gets dropped. If you pass on three or more weeks’ writing, without an absolutely extraordinary excuse, you fail.
No material in your writing should be copied and pasted from on-line or other electronic sources. Any material taken from any source, in whole or in part, must be sourced to the original creator of the idea or passage, not just to a website. In general, do not copy text from on-line, at all. Simply take notes in your own voice. If you wish to use a direct quote, get it from the original source if possible and transcribe it. Do you need all of it? It is easy to over-quote when doing so is a purely mechanical process. Take up the pen.
We are all human and all different, and some of us will have an easier time contributing in class (not just section) than others of us. This class is about explosive things. But in the end we will all manage by being respectful of one another and realizing that we operate sometimes at different pitches. I am all for debates in class, entirely overt and literal, to the point, engaging argumentatively, and always respectfully. We are going exploring together as travellers, interested in History’s relationship to the events of the present, trying to get some perspective on the present.
Final Exam make-up policy: Students who intend to miss the final exam because of unalterable plans (sports, personal/medical, international travel) should speak to the professor in advance about a make-up exam. Students with a bona fide emergency causing them to miss an exam should contact the professor immediately.

No tape recording, or filming of the professor, or of discussions in the class, is permitted without prior permission from the professor.  This is live-action only.

University Policies:

1. Students with disabilities should contact the instructor at the beginning of the semester to discuss any accommodation for this course.

2. The University has approved a Code of Academic Integrity which prohibits students from cheating on exams, plagiarizing papers, submitting the same paper for credit in two courses without authorization, buying papers, submitting fraudulent documents, and forging signatures. 

Plagiarism policy: all quotations taken from other authors, including from the Internet, must be indicated by quotation marks and referenced.  Paraphrasing must be referenced as well. The following University of Maryland Honor Pledge has been proposed by the Council and approved by the University Senate: “I pledge on my honor that I have not given or received any unauthorized assistance on this assignment/examination.” This pledge should be handwritten and signed on the front page of all papers, projects or other academic assignments submitted for evaluation in this course.

3. Religious observance: Please inform your instructor of any intended absences for religious observance in advance.

4. This syllabus may be subject to change.  Students will be notified in advance of important changes that could affect grading, assignments, etc.

*
*
*
*
*
*

Assessing learning outcomes:

Upon completion students will grasp the concepts of accidental and man-made disasters, state and “terrorist” bifurcations, environmental negligence, and US-foreign relations as seen through the lens of disaster [broadly understood].  Basic conceptual apparatuses include the relevance of geography to disaster, ethnicity and human communities, the nature of state power, the question of guilt and the problem of evil in the world today.

The rest of this LOA is available upon request.

Plural Societies Learning Outcome Assessments:

Upon completion of the course, students will appreciate the diversity of human motivations and communities without losing hold of right and wrong. The course aims to substitute doubt for and even distrust of complacent explanations of conflict in the world without minimizing culpability.

The rest of this LOA is available upon request.

International UISFL Education attendees:

This course is designed to make you think about the world as it is actually constituted, not as it is supposed to be constituted. It will form a backdrop to your textbook-inclined course organization, keeping you aware that sometimes human agency does not produce the expected outcome.
SCHEDULE for Hist. 130, Hot Spots.
All readings are in Course Documents on ELMS/Blackboard for History 130, Hot Spots, unless otherwise noted.
Schedule. Remember you must choose one (one-week or two-week or the three-week) topic for a long paper (5-​7 pp.) from Week 4 on. For that week you need not write your short responses.
Week 0: Wed., August 29: Introduction: structure and concepts / Landau

No discussion section this week.
Media sources for the U.S. “Dust Bowl” disaster, in Documents on ELMS.
Week 1: Wednesday: Sept. 5: Theories of History; History as anti-theory; the “Dust Bowl”
Wednesday discussion section only meets this week.
Due-Wednesday reading this week: 
Much of material available on ELMS under Course Documents is also: on line via UMD Netlibrary electronic resources, and accessed by looking up the book in the online catalogue.  John R. Wunder, ed., Americans View Their Dust Bowl Experiences: Historical Overviews. We will read:

1. William C. Pratt, “Rethinking the Farm Revolt of the 1930s;” 
2. Donald Wooster, “The Dirty Thirties: A Study in Agricultural Capitalism;” 
In class:
Geoff Cunfer, “Rethinking the Causes of the Dust Bowl,” from Past Time, Past Places: GIS for History, ed. Anne Kelley Knowles.  11 pages and illustrations. 
What might make historians write about the Dust Bowl? Why might those historians think we should read about it now, today, in 2012?
What is the difference between defensible History, as a genre, and good media reportage in today’s world? What about between reasonable History and excellent or cutting edge History?

Short Papers or Responses will be examined all together by the end of week 4 by your instructors. They must be provided upon request by Prof. Landau at any time, for any given week, after Sat. at 3:01 pm.
For Monday, find material on the Mexican Drug Wars.

Week 2: Sept. 10–12: Mexican Drug Wars

Discussion sections meet this week including Monday’s.
For Monday’s class, retrieve information via the web on this topic. Recent news items are preferred. Emphasis on reportage, not analysis, please. We will then ask: what might an historian emphasize in thinking about these killings?

And we will divide up into groups of five or six, and report back with:

The history of . . . (In-Class)
Reading due Wednesday this week: 
http://www.theatlantic.com/entertainment/archive/2012/06/the-mexican-drug-war-is-not-sexy/258780/
ELMS, Jonathan Littel, London Review of Books, “Juarez.” 

Reports.

Week 3: Sept. 17–19: Natural or unnatural disasters? Katrina and New Orleans 
/ Dr. Emily E. Landau
Katrina media, available on ELMS.
Historical readings on ELMS (to be read by Monday’s class): 

Ari Kelman, A River and Its City: The Nature of Landscape in New Orleans (Berkeley: U. California Press, 2003, 2006), chapter five: “An Act of God,”

pp.157-196.

Reid Mitchell, All on a Mardi Gras Day, chapter 10: “Louis

Armstrong’s Mardi Gras,” pp. 147-164.
And begin film, “Mardi Gras, Made in China,” at Hornbake . . . 
Wednesday: Sept. 19: We will see the second half (the last 40 minutes) of the film, Mardi Gras, Made in China,” in class. Sign up for 5-7 pp. papers by weeks.
Week 4, Sept. 24–26: I (don’t necessarily) like IKE: Monuments and controversy
/ Dr. Michael Ross
IKE and MLK and Confederate media: What other controversies about monuments are out there in the USA?

History: KIRK SAVAGE, Standing Soldiers, Kneeling Slaves, 89-207 on Course Docs.
Wednesday, Sept. 26: Field Trip. Discussion on site.
First 5-​7 pp. longer papers submitted. Meetings will be held this week with Prof. Landau and with Carson to go over them with you. You should sign up for ten-minute sessions in class today.
Week 5 – 6, Oct. 1–3, Oct. 8–10: Rape and child-abduction in war in central Africa; How does the world think about Africa? 
Film Monday, Oct. 1: 
The Genocide of the Tutsi in 1994: Continuity or Anomaly? 

Read Mahmood Mamdani, “The Invention of the Indigene” in London Review of Books, at: http://www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/70061
Wednesday, Oct. 3: Post-genocide Rwanda and the Two World Wars. 

Filip Reyntjens, “Constructing the Truth . . . Governance in post-genocide Rwanda,” African Affairs, 110, 438 (Jan. 2011), 1-34. ELMS.
Monday, Oct. 8th: 
Congo in Four Acts ( a film ).
Rwanda/Congo media:

including http://www.nytimes.com/2010/05/01/world/africa/01rwanda.html
Make sure you have seen Kony, the video.

Wednesday, Oct. 10: Discussion of Four Acts; and, Joseph Kony and the LRA. Possible 5-7 pp. paper due today.
Midterm Quiz 1 today.

“My interview with Kony,” tba. 
Weeks 7 – 8: Oct. 15–17, Oct. 22–24: Our precarious economy and the meaning of protest.

What was the “Occupy” movement? Financial meltdown threatens America, a “fiscal cliff,” a possible second recession, but why?  What is the relationship between social protest and social change — is there any? What other means are there to realize The Good? And what would an historian say?

Monday, Oct. 15: Dissent and violence (J. Gilbert) 

Diamondback articles from 1970. On-the-spot scholarship: Dissent.
Wednesday, Oct. 17: Interview with David Graeber and Charlie Rose. Film: The War At Home. Discussion.
Monday, Oct. 22: Housing collapse (D. Sicilia)

Media: What does the press say went wrong? The GOP? The Democrats? The Left? Other countries’ presses?

Historical reading tba.
Meeting all week in my office (PL) 2132 TLF, and w/Carson, to review your short papers/responses.

Oct. 24: Discussion.
Week 9: Oct. 29–31: Crime and race: “the projects,” “bad neighborhoods” & African Americans
/ Dr. David Freund
Crime media, on ELMS and outside it.

Historical readings:

Sudhir Alladi Venkatesh, excerpt from chapter one, “A Place to Call Home,” in American Project: The Rise And Fall of A Modern Ghetto (Cambridge, MA: Harvard Univ. Press, 2000) pp. 13-42.

Robin D. G. Kelley, “Into the Fire: 1970 to the Present,” from Kelley and Earl Lewis, eds., To Make Our World Anew: A History Of African Americans (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 200), pp. 543-613.
Wednesday, Oct. 29th: Discussion. 
Weeks 10 – 11 – 12: Nov. 5​​–7, and Nov. 12–14, and Nov. 19–21: Oil, Consumption, and Eco-Catastrophe

Drilling off shore, sifting through tar sands, fracking the water-table’s rocks: what’s going on? China and China’s economy, second only to the USA, is generating more and more air pollution, sickening the public. With more development of carbon energy on the way, India growing fast, a world crisis has apparently developed. Has it? What’s the reason for this out-of-control situation? Oil in a pipeline, oil in national forests . . . 
Monday, Nov. 5: Carbon energy (R. Freidel)

Oil media.
Historical readings: 

Martin V. Melosi, “Energy and Environment in the United States: The Era of Fossil Fuels,” Environmental Review: ER, 11, 3 (Autumn, 1987), pp. 167-188.

Diana Davids Olien and Roger M. Olien, “Why Big Bad Oil?” OAH Magazine of History, 11, 1 (Business History), (Fall, 1996), pp. 22-7.

Optional: Joseph A. Pratt, “Growth or a Clean Environment? Responses to Petroleum-related Pollution in the Gulf Coast Refining Region,” Business History Review, 52, 1 (Spr. 1978), 1–29.
Wednesday, Nov. 7th, see the first half of the film, A crude awakening: the oil crash (2007).
Written, produced and directed by Basil Gelpke & Ray McCormack

Produced by Lava Productions AG, Switzerland.   83 mins.  Available at UMCP HBK Nonprint Media Srvs.

Meeting all week in my office (PL) 2132 TLF, and with Carson, to review your short papers/responses.
On Monday, Nov. 12 in class, we will see the second half (last 35 mins.) of the film, and discuss it.

Wed., Nov. 14: Air Pollution in Beijing

Monday: What is the history of pollution in China? What can we expect next?

Dr. James Gao.
Historical reading:

Joshua Muldavin, “The Paradoxes of Environmental Policy and Resource Management in Reform-Era China,” Economic Geography, Vol. 76, No. 3, (Jul., 2000), 244-271.
Wang Yi and Huiqing Liu, “China's Environmental and Developmental Issues in Transition.” Social Research, Vol. 73, No. 1 (SPRING 2006), 277-291.
All the articles are available on JSTOR. Your task is to locate and print them and read them.

Monday, Nov. 19: Bring in lap tops. Second midterm quiz.
Wednesday, Nov. 21: Pollution media: Teams of five will answer a set of questions relevant to writing ecological history on Wednesday. In-class assignment.
Happy Thanksgiving.
Weeks 12 – 13: South African violence: Managing the aftermath of Liberation

We will spend two weeks thinking about “firing on miners” as having a history all its own, asking us to reconsider some of the basic themes of this course 
Monday, Nov. 26: The events of August.

Wed., Nov. 28 South Africa’s modern history.

Monday, Dec. 3: Mining as an industry: Coal to Coltan.

Readings include part of Krikler, White Rising, and O’Meara, “1948 Miners’ Strike.”

Wed., Dec. 5: The Truth and Reconciliation Commission movement

Readings: Richard Goldstone, tba.

Who owns our resources, why, where is violence perpetrated, who pays the costs, why do people kill one another on such scales?
Readings tba.
Monday, Dec. 10: Review for Final Exam.
